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The aim of the research was to determine slaughter value and carcass quality 

of pigs fed with mixes with diversified species of grain legumes and the supplement 

of microbiological β-glucanase and xylanase. 

The research was carried out on pigs that were fed with the full-portioned mix 

Grower (in the first phase of fattening) and Finisher (the second phase of fattening) 

with diverse plant protein, and with or without feed enzymes: mix 1 (with addition of 

faba beans), mix 1+E (with faba beans and feed enzymes), control mix 2 (with peas) 

and mix 2+E (with peas, β-glucanase and xylanase). The nutritional value of the 

mixes was determined according to Polish Pig Nutrition Norms. 

The research results show that the use of peas and rapeseed meal improved 

productivity of pigs when compared to the pigs fed with faba beans and rapeseed 

meal. The species of grain legumes had no influence on slaughter indicators and 

chemical content of pork, except for the content of intramuscular fat. A lower level 

of cholesterol was detected in the meat of pigs fed with pea seeds and rapeseed meal. 

The addition of microbiological β-glucanase and xylanase improved productivity of 

pigs, but had no effect on carcasses. The quality of meat from the pigs fed with mix-

es containing enzymes was better. 
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The content of tissue components in the carcasses of selected fowl species can 

be determined using simple regression equations, with the weight of skin including 

subcutaneous fat (without the skin from wing tips) and carcass weight without skin 

as independent variables which are relatively easy to measure. The objective of this 

study was to develop simple regression equations for postmortem estimation of the 

weight of lean meat and the weight of fat and skin in the carcasses of heavy-type 

turkeys.  

The experimental materials comprised 48 Big 6 turkeys (24 males and 24 fe-

males). Toms were raised to 22 weeks of age, and hens to 16 weeks of age. The birds 

were fasted for 12 hours, they were weighed and slaughtered, and their carcasses 

were dissected. This provided the basis for developing simple regression equations 

for estimating the total weight of lean meat and fat in carcasses, in which independ-

ent variables were carcass weight without skin and subcutaneous fat (X1) and skin 

weight (skin including subcutaneous fat over the body surface area encompassing the 

neck, legs, breast and back; X2). These independent variables were found to be high-

ly correlated with carcass meatiness and fatness in turkeys. In particular carcass 

weight without skin and subcutaneous fat can be a very good indicator of lean meat 

content. Thus, the proposed equations can be used for predicting carcass tissue com-

position in turkeys, without the need to carry out detailed dissection.  
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